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Message from the Chairman 

Summer 2014 

As we approach the (revised) time of our 

AGM, to be held on 19th July at Ladock 

Village Hall, I am delighted to report that the 

Trust is moving strongly forward. 

Bob Kirby-Harris has kindly stepped into the 

role of Treasurer (for his biography see Page 

1).  He has already thrown himself whole-

heartedly into the job, completing the 

accounts for last year which Peter del Tufo 

had so ably maintained. 

Julia Bigham, gardener at Trengwainton, has 

taken on the post of Journal Editor and 

Newsletter Editor, this edition therefore 

being her introduction to us all.  Before 

turning to professional gardening she spent 

20 years with the Victoria and Albert 

Museum and will continue the rigorous 

approach to our publications that has made 

them so successful over the years. 

One of the founding objects of the Trust is 

“to promote the education of the public on 

matters connected with the arts and sciences 

of garden land”.  Our stand at the Cornwall 

Garden Society’s Spring Show at Boconnoc 

showed the interest that exists in this aim, 

with many people from within the County 

and beyond spending time at the stand.  As 

always there is a flow of ideas and 

information in both directions – not only 

were we available to help others, but there 

were several prospective new members, 

which is of course a huge benefit to the 

Trust. 

 

The Powerpoint presentation continues to 

be well received by various gardening 

clubs and other organizations and plenty 

more are still asking for us to come to talk 

with them.  Sadly, we still don’t have 

enough volunteers to do this.  Is anyone 

able to help? 

The programme of garden visits continues 

to be well supported.  The visit to our 

President’s garden at Antony was greatly 

appreciated and the visit to my own garden 

at Trevince was accompanied by a very 

informative introduction to the art of 

recording a garden by Emma Trevarthen 

and Joan Farmer. And there are so many 

more exciting visits still to come. 

Richard Stone 

New committee members: 

 

We are very pleased that Dr Robert Kirby-

Harris has agreed to be the new treasurer 

for the CGT. Recently retired as Chief 

Executive of the Institute of Physics in 

London, his career included Operations 

Director at Kew Gardens and Deputy Vice 

Chancellor of the University of Namibia. 

His family home for the last 30 years, 

however, has been in St Breward, north 

Cornwall. Besides being an active member 

of the CGT, Bob is also currently 
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Chairman for the Cornwall Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty Partnership. 

Spring Flower Show 

For the first time in several years the Trust 

had a stand at the Cornwall Garden 

Society’s Spring Flower Show at 

Boconnoc.  The stand was awarded a 

Bronze Medal by the Society and 

congratulations are due to Jon O’Donoghue 

for his work putting together the display.  

Despite some poor weather on Sunday the 

stand was well attended and many people 

stopped to find out more about our work, or 

just to chat.  Several people will be joining 

as a result of their visit.   

I am sure all those involved agree that this 

should become an annual fixture. Many 

thanks to the volunteers who staffed the 

stand over the two days  

Visits so far undertaken this   year:   

 

Richard Morton with Magnolia sargentiana 

Trewidden Garden – Visit by CGT 

members on 25th March 

‘Sweet is the sunshine after the rain’ and so 

it was for the CGT visit to Trewidden 

Garden at the end of March.  Kew-trained 

head gardener, Richard Morton, treated us 

to a fascinating amble around the 15-acre 

woodland garden, part of the 21 acres he 

looks after for the current owner Alverne 

Bolitho, helped by two full-time gardeners.  

Alverne is the youngest son of Simon 

Bolitho, and brother of Edward Bolitho of 

Trengwainton. 

Richard explained the history.  Thomas 

Bolitho came to Penzance from Wendron in 

about 1769 to prospect in the tin industry.  

His family businesses prospered and it was 

around 1830 that his eldest grandson, 

Edward, bought Trewidden, once the site of 

an ancient tin mine.  Edward started planting 

the garden in the second half of the 

nineteenth century. Aided by his talented 

head gardener, George Maddern who was in 

post for 45 years, he established woodland 

shelter and brought in newly introduced 

plants from Asia and the Southern 

Hemisphere, shaping the garden to roughly 

the size it is today.  Edward’s son, Thomas 

Bedford, further enhanced the garden. He 

most notably planted tree ferns (Dicksonia 

antartica), imported by the Treseders from 

Australia, to fill in the old opencast mine to 

create the Tree Fern Dell, one of the main 

features of the garden.  This family 

enthusiasm for gardening passed to 

Thomas’s daughter, Mary who married into 

the Williams family of Caerhays.  After her 

husband died in 1955 she came home to 

Trewidden and gardened with a passion 

until her death in 1977.  The Caerhays 

connection facilitated the introduction of 

many unusual plants and trees.  Today the 

garden is under the stewardship of Mary’s 
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cousin, Alverne Bolitho, who began opening 

the garden to the public in 2001/2 to share 

with others the peace, surprise and delight of 

this beautiful place. 

Thus informed, we set off on the tour and 

plunged in to discover the fruits of all these 

wonderful gardeners who have gone before.  

I say ‘plunged in’ because there are no views 

out of the woodland garden and the shady 

paths with mighty trees overhead lead to only 

a few clearings.  However recent storm 

damage has created gaps in the western 

monoculture shelterbelts of Pinus radiata.   

A lesson learnt and they are being replaced 

by new mixed plantings.  We were soon 

standing in awe of the tree fern pit planted in 

1902 and where at least 15 specimens of 

Dicksonia antartica have achieved a height 

of 4m.  A recent clearance of laurel has 

opened up the views across the pit, which is 

littered with tree fern seedlings, but it retains 

a wonderful shady prehistoric atmosphere.  

Towering above are Magnolia sargentiana 

var. robusta and M. dawsoniana, the latter 

coming from Caerhays in 1946 where the 

first generation of seedlings was raised.    

 Our visit was planned to coincide with the 

magnificent magnolia season and we were 

not to be disappointed.  At the top of the 

Mowhay Richard pointed out the 100-year 

old M. campbellii subsp. mollicomata.  

Moving on towards the pond we passed a 

very old Jelly Palm, Butia capitata, 

displaying huge holes in the stem which is 

the result of frost damage over the years.  

The pond is sinister and dark-watered but is 

enlightened by a sculpture of the diving 

back of a small whale with the tail half-

raised. It was presented to Alverne’s son by 

a godfather.  Sadly the tail no longer 

wiggles nor does it spout water.   

 

Ancient Butia capitata 

Across the pond can be seen the largest of 

Trewidden’s magnolias, M. x veitchii ‘Peter 

Veitch’, created in the Veitch nursery in 

1906/7 and planted in the 1920s.  It flowers 

at the end of March and its 80 foot canopy is 

covered in white flushed pink goblets: an 

amazing sight against a clear blue sky.  This 

is   one of Trewidden’s Champion Trees. 

Nearby is another Champion for girth, M. 

obovata (syn. hypoleuca), the Big Leaved 

Japanese Magnolia, planted in 1897 along 

the North Walk ,one of the original paths 

laid out in the 1840s.  It has very fragrant 

cream flowers with crimson centres in late 

spring and huge waxy leaves.  Unfortunately 

we were just a bit too late to view the 

striking dark pink flowers of M. ‘Trewidden 

Belle’ which flowers early to mid-February.   

Throughout the garden there are over 300 

species/cultivars of camellia.  This 

collection was amassed during the 26 years 

that Michael Snellgrove was head gardener 

until the 1970s.  He was responsible for 

developing a successful camellia business.  
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Camellia japonica ‘Scented Red’ and C. 

japonica ‘Alba Simplex’ are among the 

many to be seen flowering in the garden.   

On our way to the Walled Garden we pass 

the garden’s finest specimen of Turkey Oak 

(Quercus cerris) planted probably in the 

1870s to provide shelter.  Herbaceous plants 

fill the one-acre Walled Garden to extend 

the season of interest for visitors.  Recently 

the small pond and waterfall in the Rock 

Garden have been restored and we were told 

the pond would be planted with aquatics 

later in the season. 

As a special treat, before we headed off to 

the Tea Room, Richard led us around the 

front of Trewidden House, a handsome, 

granite, lime-rendered manor built in 1848, 

to take in the view to St Michael’s Mount.  

Tree cover has robbed some of the view but 

there are still tantalising glimpses.  The 

lawn is enhanced by a thought-provoking 

sculpture by local artist, David Patten.  The 

5 acres of grounds surrounding the house 

are kept private as is the main driveway.  

The drive borders have been cleared of 

Rhododendron ponticum and it is Richard’s 

pet project to replant with a collection of 50 

Ernest Wilson evergreen kurume azaleas.  I 

think he has 35 so far.  We wish him luck as 

he builds up this collection making his 

personal mark in the long history of 

Trewidden. 

Jean Marcus 

Old tin smelting kettle now used as a 

planter 

Visit to Antony House, Garden 

and Woodland Garden 

Friday 25th April turned out to be a brilliant 

day, warm and sunny, when some 25 

members and guests were made most 

welcome at Antony House by the Trust’s 

President, Sir Richard Carew Pole. 

For most, a drive through the Glyn Valley 

and along the A374 beside the river Lynher, 

gave members a taste of thing to come, with 

the trees looking so fresh and colourful 

against the blue sky. A cup of coffee on 

arrival was much appreciated. 

Sir Richard took us first to the front of the 

house and, with the aid of large 

photographs, explained the development 

and various changes to the house over the 

years. The house was built for Sir William 

Carew between 1711 and 1721 on the estate 

that had been in the Carew family since the 

sixteenth century. Humphry Repton came to 

Antony in 1792, with his suggestions being 

recorded in his Red Book. Although his 

suggestions for landscaping were accepted, 

his recommendations for the house were 

not! The house, overlooking the river 
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Lynher is faced with Pentewan stone and 

flanked by colonnaded wings of brick. 

Sir Richard listed five components of the 

estate: 

• The architectural aspects of the 

house; 

• The contents of the house – pictures, 

furniture etc; 

• The family archives and the history 

of the families in the house; 

• The formal gardens around the 

house; and 

• The wider landscape with views to 

the River Lynher.  

The Carew Pole family reside in the house 

and entrusted the house and formal garden 

to the National Trust in 1961. The 

Woodland Garden is owned and run by the 

Carew Pole Charitable Garden Trust. 

We were then taken into the house via the 

porch and in through the front door. The 

rooms have Dutch oak panelling on which 

hang a large collection of portraits; they 

also contain fine collections of 18th-

century furnishings and textiles and 

numerous books. There have been several 

architectural changes in the house, for 

instance stone floors have been replaced 

with wood. We were taken into various 

rooms and, by means of the portraits, Sir 

Richard and Lady Mary were able to show 

us the family history. We were particularly 

shown a portrait of Richard Carew (1555-

1620), a well-educated historian who wrote 

the History of Cornwall in 1602, and a 

portrait of Sir Richard as a boy. The family 

names of Pole and Carew were explained 

leading to the present Carew Pole 

nomenclature. 

A conducted tour of the formal gardens of 

Antony House followed, where we heard 

about the National Collection of 

Hemerocallis (610 cultivars) initiated by his 

wife in the 1960s. We saw a collection of 

sculptures and stone carvings from the 

North West Frontier of India and a temple 

bell from Burma brought back to Antony 

House by Sir Richard’s grandfather, 

General Sir Reginald Pole-Carew. The tour 

was undertaken in pleasantly warm sunny 

weather before we assembled in the tea 

room for a buffet lunch. 

After lunch we were joined by Valerie 

Anderson now retired as Head Gardener at 

Antony but maintaining her links with the 

50 acre Woodland Garden. Valerie and Sir 

Richard then led us on a conducted tour and 

shown  the  va r io us  cam el l i a s , 

rhododendrons and magnolias growing on 

the sides of a valley. These plants are now 

well established and there is a policy of on-

going planting to replace those which reach 

maturity in the future. There are over 300 

varieties of Camellia japonica which form 

part of the National Collection of 

Camellias. The Woodland Garden has been 

recognised as an International Camellia 

Society Garden of Excellence. On the lower 

level we were treated on one side to the 

scenery beyond the blue waters of the river 

Lynher over to Ince Castle and Antony 

Passage and, on the other side, a 

magnificent display of bluebells amongst 

the trees. Here we saw sculptures such as 

Ellis O’Connor’s Wrapt and Tim Shaw’s 

Green Man in the Grotto and passed the 

Georgian Pond Bath house constructed in 

1789. 

After a stroll back to the house through 

more colourful planting, Sir Richard was 

thanked for giving us such a delightful time 

on a perfect spring day and we all made our 

way home after a thoroughly enjoyable day. 
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David Pearce 

 

CGT group listening to Sir Richard Carew 

Pole explaining the history of the Burmese 

bell. 

Visit to Trevince 

 

 

On May 20th, some 24 members had the 

opportunity to visit the home of and to 

meet our Chairman, Richard Stone, on his 

estate at Trevince.  We met outside the 

house and were introduced to his wife 

Trish, his parents, Mike and Vanessa Stone and 

the gardener, Darren Bedser. We were 

given a brief history of the estate and were 

told that the house had been owned by the 

Beauchamp family since the 16th century. 

We learned that the Williams family leased 

the estate for about a couple of generations, 

leading to speculation that some of the 

planting may have been done by this 

family, famous for its involvement in plant 

hunting. Later we were to see the Tithe 

Maps of 1843, 1845 and 1871, showing the 

location and changes to the layout of the 

estate. It is known that during the war, the 

house was taken over by the ‘Save the 

Children’ organisation and the lawn was 

taken up to plant vegetables. This lawn area 

has now been restored, levelled differently 

and granite steps reinstated as shown in an 

1870 photograph. 

 

We were led on to view the stable block 

dating from the mid 19th century, complete 

with clock showing the correct time. This 

block was also the estate laundry. The 

main house and stable are listed buildings 

and, together with the outbuildings, 

gardens and parkland, form part of the 

World Heritage Site. Not included in the 

World Heritage Site, however, are 100 

acres of adjacent land containing 50 

mineshafts.  

 From here we went down, via newly 

installed steps, to the area known as the 

wilderness. Much of the area has been 

cleared of Rhododendron ponticum which 

was infected by Phytophthora kernoviae; 

this however opened up the area causing 

wind damage on the other plants. Now new 

planting is taking place, including conifers 
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identified as endangered by the 

International Conifer Conservation 

Programme. (211 (34%) of the world’s 615 

conifer species are currently listed by the 

World Conservation Union as being of 

conservation concern.) 

 

Moving up another set of newly installed 

steps, we walked along a level pathway 

parallel to a ditch which is identified as an 

industrial feature - the leat from Lanner to 

Bissoe, feeding the Bissoe tin stamps. 

Although Trevince means ‘the place of the 

spring’, there are no natural water features 

on the estate. 

The next place of interest was the walled 

garden where we saw a range of fruit and 

vegetable crops growing for use in the 

house. In former days, when there were 8 

gardeners working here, the garden was run 

commercially. The flowers grown, 

including pittosporum foliage, were sent to 

Covent Garden market. The brick walls of 

this area are shown on the tithe maps but 

not the curved section in the earliest map. 

On the south facing wall was a vinery until 

1970 with one of the vines still in existence.   

 

We moved onto the so called pond garden 

now containing a small water feature; this 

area was once the rose garden but today it is 

an area of herbaceous plants. Here we saw a 

magnificent specimen of Davidia 

involucrata in full ‘flower’, a Paulownia, a 

multi-stemmed myrtle and a Fitzroyia 

tasmaniensis - one of the endangered conifer 

species. The former tennis court area may, 

in the future, be used to stage plays. 

Weather records are kept daily and sent to 

the Meteorological Office. An 1870 

photograph shows the Stevenson Screen in 

existence. We then went indoors to be 

shown a series of photographs of Trevince 

over the years which revealed the changes to 

the building and surrounds. A cream tea and 

cake was enjoyed by everyone after the 

most enlightening and educational visit to 

Trevince, home of our Chairman. 

David  Pearce 
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1843 tithe map of Trevince 

Visit to Trerice Garden 

 

 

On May 10th the weather for this visit was 

very different to our previous CGT trip, 

colder and with a fresh wind, but that 

didn’t detract from the visit which was 

enjoyed by fifteen members. The 

informative tour of the gardens was led 

by John Lanyon, manager of a number of 

National Trust Gardens in Cornwall, and 

Jennie, Gardener-in-Charge at Trerice. 

The gardens surround an Elizabethan 

Manor house, built of buff coloured 

limestone between 1571 and 1573 by Sir 

John Arundell.  The National Trust 

bought the estate in 1954. 

The first stop was overlooking the Ladies 

Garden - a newly planted area in the style of 

a Tudor Knot Garden - where John 

explained the complexities of garden 

development. The original Elizabethan 

gardens have long since disappeared and the 

designs lost. We were shown a number of 

dated plans, each indicating the location of a 

garden but with no detail. The latest garden 

is a geometric design, using yew hedging, 

and based on a ceiling pattern in the Great 

Chamber of the house. A summerhouse, 

indicated on many of the old plans is also to 

be reinstated. 

We then admired the blue and white border 

giving a magnificent show of herbaceous 

plants including fine specimens of Scilla 

peruviana and wall shrubs such as the blue 

Wisteria in full bloom. The sun was shining 

to enhance the colours. Stopping in front of 

the house by what would have been the 

main entrance gate; we were shown pictures 

of the development of the house which has 

undergone many changes over the years. 

Today, unless subtle deviations to the façade 

are pointed out, the frontage shows little 

evidence of changes. The gateway, now has 

two piers surmounted by granite caps and 

round balls and was erected in 1976 using 

material recovered from the construction of 

Launceston bypass. 

On our way to the parade ground, we passed 

the Bowling Green and resisted a game of 

Cornish Bowls (Kayling or Slapcock). The 

Parade Ground, a flat area so called because 

of its use by the Home Guard during the 

war, is now used for events such as archery 

and falconry. 

Next we passed the Tudor vegetable 

garden behind the Barn; it contains 

colourful herbs and old-fashioned 

vegetable crops. This was inspired by an 

engraving ‘The Gardener’s Labyrinth’ (see 
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article by Pamela Long in the Cornwall 

Gardens Trust Journal 2009) of vegetable 

growing over 400 years ago. The new 

greenhouse is used to raise the plants. 

After braving the wind, we were happy to 

enter the restaurant where a hot drink and 

cream tea was welcome and enjoyed by all. 

David Pearce 

There are still places on the 

remainder of this year’s visits.   

A reminder of the next 4 CGT garden 

visits:   

Thursday 26th June, at 10.30 am: Cosawes 

Barton, Ponsonooth, Falmouth side of 

Truro. 

Wednesday 9th  July, at 10.30 am: Pinsla 

Garden & Nursery, Cardinham. 

                                  at 2 pm: Higher 

Trenedden, Peakswater, Nr Pelynt 

Wednesday 23rd July at 2 pm: Benallack 

Barn, Grampound Road, Truro,  

Wednesday 17th September at 11 am: 

Bosue Vineyard, St Ewe, Nr St Austell,  

 Peter Fairbank is keeping an eye on the 

Trust’s website (all contributions from 

members gratefully received) and will be 

accepting the bookings for this year’s 

garden visits, by email  

cornwallgtevents@gmail.com or phone 

01326 372293.  

CGT Annual General Meeting 

Following its postponement in May, this 

will now be held at Ladock Village Hall on  

19th July at 3pm. 

From the Recorders       

The Cornwall Gardens Trust Recorder’s 

Group has not been as active in 2014 as in 

previous years. However, at a recent CGT 

visit to Trevince, Gwennap three group 

members were present and attempts were 

made to work through the current full and 

short versions of the Garden Survey Form. 

It soon became clear that my hopes for 

recorders taking these forms to future CGT 

visits, Open Gardens and the like, and 

working through them in an afternoon, will 

be dashed if something is not done to 

simplify the form, or produce guidance on 

its use, or both! 

It is terribly important that recording 

continues, so working on the recording 

process is a top priority. Meanwhile, the 

trip to Trevince has borne fruit in the form 

of new entries into the Historic 

Environment Record including a 

Wilderness, located to the  north east of the 

manor, that pre-dates the existing house and 

is marked on the 1839 Tithe Map. Also 

recorded were the walled garden and a 

section of leat, evidence of an earlier 

mining landscape, which runs through the 

estate. 

 Emma Trevarthen, Recorders Group 
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Tithe map 1839 

CGT Journal News   - Urgent call 

for articles 

The new editor of the journal, Julia Bigham, 

would welcome any ideas or proposals for 

articles for the forthcoming journal.. Either 

email julia.bigham@virgin.net or ring 

07879490919. 

 

Dates for your diary: 

AGT Conference 2014  

Continuity and Change in Cheshire 

Gardens 

5, 6 & 7 September  

to be based at the Queen Hotel, Chester 

For further details and booking form 

please see:  www.cheshire-gardens-

trust.org or contact Joy Uings 

at:  joy.uings@btconnect.com 

 

 

Designing Eden 

Talk by Jane Knight (Eden’s 

Landscape Architect). 

Saturday 29th June at 4pm 

Part of Green Fingers Festival at the 

Eden Project. 

SW REGIONAL FORUM   

TUESDAY 7 October 2014 

Taunton Deane Borough Council Offices 

in Taunton (TA1 1HE)  
10am - 4pm 

  

One topic Gloucestershire Gardens Trust is 

keen to see discussed, is 'what to do 

with our research files', or 'record 

management' - how to make our site 

research available to others, how to store the 

information etc.  

 More details to follow in the summer 

including booking details  

email gglt@live.co.uk Sophie Piebenga 
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Obituary 

 

John Green from Calamansac House 

We have received the sad news that John 

Green passed away on 4 May 2014. Founder, 

with his brother, of the highly successful 

farming partnership Greens of Soham, near 

Ely, John Green had been coming down to 

Cornwall for holidays since  his childhood, 

finally moving here in 1995. His house 

Calamansac, on the Helford River, has 

extensive gardens and woods. For his work 

setting up the Helford River Children’s 

Sailing Trust he received an MBE. A long 

standing member of the CGT he will be very 

much missed. 

 

 

If you are reading a printed 

version of this newsletter sent to 

you via the post 

and are willing to receive it via e-mail, please 

contact the editor, Julia Bigham, at 

julia.bigham@virgin.net. 

By doing so you are saving the trust a 

considerable expense of postage and printing. 

and finally....... 

A request for any new articles for the next 

newsletter! 

Any short articles and contributions from 

members would be very welcome for the 

next issue of the newsletter. I f members 

would like to review books, report on visits, 

send in pictures or contribute in any  way, 

please get in touch with the editor. 

And a big thank you for everyone who has 

contributed articles and assisted in any way 

in the production of this summer issue. 

 

 

 


